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Pursuant to Section 1901.14(A)(4) of the Ohio Revised Code, the Berea Municipal Court 
herewith submits its 58th Annual Report for the year 2016.  The contents of this report are based 
on data assembled and tabulated by Raymond J. Wohl, the Clerk of Courts and his staff of 
Deputy Clerks.  This report reflects the financial and statistical activity of the Court in detail with 
respect to all political subdivisions within the Court district. 
 
The Berea Municipal Court has been located in the City of Berea, by an act of the Ohio 
Legislature, since 1958.  The Court district boundaries cover an area of 60.8 square miles and 
have a total population of 121,538 (per 2010 U.S. Census). 
 
The Court serves the cities of Berea, Brook Park, Middleburg Heights, Olmsted Falls, Olmsted 
Township, Strongsville, in addition to the Ohio Turnpike (Ohio State Patrol) in Strongsville, 
Berea, and Olmsted Township; Interstate 71 (Ohio State Patrol) in Brook Park, Middleburg 
Heights, and Strongsville; and the Cleveland Metropolitan Park System within the Berea 
Municipal Court’s boundaries. 
 
 

BEREA MUNICIPAL COURT DISTRICT POPULATION ( 2010 Census) 
 
  City of Berea        19,093 
  City of Brook Park       19,212 
  City of Middleburg Heights      15,946 
  City of Olmsted Falls         9,024 
  City of Strongsville       44,750 
  Olmsted Township       13,513 
 
   Total Court District Population  121,538     
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March 1, 2017 
 
 
To the Cuyahoga County Executive, Office of the County Council, County 
Sheriff, and the Mayors, Trustees, City Council Members, Police Chiefs of the 
Cities of Berea, Brook Park, Middleburg Heights, Olmsted Falls, Olmsted 
Township, Strongsville, and the Cleveland Metro Parks and Post Commanders of 
the Ohio State Patrol. 
 
 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
It is with great pleasure that we present to you the 2016 Berea Municipal Court 
Annual Report as required by O.R.C. §1901.14.  This report is our 58th such 
Annual Report. 
 
The following are highlights for the year 2016: 
 
Our Traffic/Criminal Department opened a total of 9,111 cases which consisted of        
6,421 traffic cases, 1,842 misdemeanors, 545 OVI/BAC cases and 303 felony 
cases.  These new filings kept pace with new case filings in 2015. 
 
The Civil Department processed 2,600 new cases consisting of 1,426 civil cases 
with a maximum limit of $15,000 by statute, 604 small claims with a maximum 
limit of $6,000 and 570 eviction cases.  The filing limit was increased from 
$3,000 to $6,000 by the State Legislature and Governor effective September 26, 
2016.   In addition to these civil cases, the Clerk of Courts Office processed 813 
garnishment of wages and 428 bank attachments on cases previously adjudicated. 
 
The Court was again successful with the award of a grant from the Supreme Court 
of Ohio following the $47,000 grant awarded in 2015.  The 2016 grant, in the 
amount of $44,000, gives the Court a two year grant total of $91,000.  The 2016 
grant was directed toward the upgrading of our computer system infrastructure to 
keep pace with the ever increasing reliance on information technology.  We 
continually seek opportunities to improve technology support allowing for greater 
support to Court constituencies.  
 
The Court continues to face the challenge of collecting outstanding Court costs 
and fines from defendants with hardship for payment.  Through an aggressive but  



Respectfully submitted, 

Raymond J. Wohl    Mark A. Comstock 
Clerk of Courts    Judge 

understanding and compassionate collection program, the Court collected over $850,000 in 
funds owed.  By conducting special biweekly hearings, overdue costs collected help keep the 
Court in a positive financial position.  
 
We would like to recognize our entire staff including Civil, Traffic/Criminal, Probation and 
Bailiff Departments, as well as our magistrates and acting judges, for their outstanding 
services in 2016.  Their professionalism and dedication are truly appreciated.  Grateful 
appreciation is also extended to the Berea Mayor Cyril Kleem along with his directors and 
staff, the Berea City Council, Berea Police Chief Joe Grecol and his officers as well as the 
Law Enforcement Agencies within our Court’s jurisdiction. 
 
In conclusion, we will continue to operate The Berea Municipal Court in a manner truly 
deserving of all that utilize this Court.  We will continue to monitor and evaluate all 
operations and expenses so that The Berea Municipal Court is operated in a fiscally 
responsible and business-like manner. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Raymond J. Wohl   Mark A. Comstock 
Clerk of Courts   Judge 
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Post 18 Post 52 Post 90 Post 91 
Lt. Robert Gable Lt. Mark Neff Lt. Richard Reeder Lt. Chad Bass

City of Brook Park
Mayor Thomas Coyne

Staff Lt. Travis Hughes

Judge Mark A. Comstock  and  Clerk of Courts  Raymond J. Wohl  would like to recognize members of the 
Berea Municipal Court District.    It has been our distinct pleasure to work with you in a spirit of cooperation 
and look forward to our continued work together.

THE BEREA MUNICIPAL COURT

City of Berea
Mayor Cyril Kleem

Prosecutor Megan Matthews
Police Chief Joseph Grecol

Mayor Ann Marie Donegan

Sheriff  Clifford Pinkney

City of Middleburg Heights
Mayor Gary Starr

 Division & District  Headquarters

MetroParks
Prosecutor Anne Eisenhower
 Chief Ranger Daniel Veloski

Mayor Thomas Perciak

The Ohio State Patrol

Prosecutor Peter Hull

Cuyahoga County Sheriff

City of Strongsville

Prosecutor Santo Incorvia
Interim Police Chief Bill Traine

Police Chief Matt Vanyo

Prosecutor George Lonjak
Police Chief James Kobak

Olmsted Township

Prosecutor Peter Sackett
Police Chief James Foster

Police Chief John Maddox

City of Olmsted Falls

 Trustees Tiffany Fischbach  Jeanene Kress  Lisa Zver
Prosecutor Danielle Fekete Swisher
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2016 COMMUNITY CONTROL DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 

The Berea Municipal Court Community Control Department provides a variety of services to the 
court and the defendants.  As directed by the Judge the Community Control Department provides pre-
sentence investigation reports.  These reports are used by the court to determine the appropriate 
sentence, with the goal to minimize the recidivism of the defendants.  The Department monitors 
defendant’s compliance with the courts required sentence and provides assistance to offenders in 
obtaining services such as mental health, substance abuse, and counseling.   

In addition to the supervision of defendants, the Community Control Department monitors three 
Diversion Programs.  The Theft Diversion program targets specific intervention programming to 
participants to prevent, eliminate, or reduce the rate of recidivism among the programs’ participants 
and promote the collection of restitution to the victim(s).  The DUS Diversion program assists the 
defendants in obtaining a valid driver’s license.  The First Offender program works with low risk, 
non-violent, first time offenders, to educate each participant on the effects of their actions and to 
prevent the defendant from reoffending.   

Community Control Staff: 
Full Time Community Control Officer(s):    3 
Administrative Community Control Officer(s):    1 
Community Control Officer/Administrative Assistant:   1 
Administrative Secretary:      1 
 
Pre-Sentence Investigations (PSI): 
Total Investigations in 2016: 1265 
 
Reporting Cases (Basic and Intensive Probation): 
Cases Sentenced in 2016: 933 

Monitored Cases (Monitored Probation): 
Cases Sentenced in 2016: 376 

Sentenced to fine and/or Jail Only: 
Out of the 1265 Cases referred for a PSI in 2016: 47 
 
Cases Not Sentenced: 
Out of the 1265 cases referred for a PSI in 2016:  437 
 

DUS Diversion Program: 
Cases Referred in 2016: 183 
Successfully Completed: 48 
Failed:    5 
Cases Pending:  71 
Warrant/License Forfeiture 56 
Voluntary withdraw:  3 
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First Offender Diversion Program:  
Cases Referred in 2016: 272 
Successfully Completed: 164 
Failed:    6 
Cases Pending:  90 
Warrant/License Forfeiture 11 
Voluntary withdraw:  1 
 
Theft Offender Diversion Program:  
Cases Referred in 2016: 25 
Successfully Completed: 10 
Failed:    1 
Cases Pending:  11 
Warrant/License Forfeiture 2 
Voluntary withdraw:  1 
 
Court Hosted Educational Programs: 
All court hosted programs are run independently from the court, but are offered at the court to 
convenience the defendant’s, making completion of the requirement as prompt as possible. 

Finish First – hosted every other month 
MADD – Mothers Against Drunk Driving – hosted the second Tuesday of the each month 

Indigent Drivers Alcohol Treatment Fund (IDAT): 
The IDAT fund provides treatment and monitoring services on a restricted basis for persons arrested 
for OVI offenses that are unable to afford these services.  The Court is permitted to declare a surplus 
of the funds, once a surplus has been declared the funds are permitted to be used for defendants 
charged with any type of offense, where drugs or alcohol attributed to the cause of the charges 
against the defendant.  The IDAT fund operates on the State fiscal year, with the funds coming from 
fees and fines collected as set per Ohio legislation. 


